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Contemporary Furniture Design is an undergraduate elective course held under the academic curriculum of
Istanbul Technical University, Department of Industrial Design. This catalog contains the outcomes of 2023-2024
Spring semester final project of the course. 

The topic of the final project was to design furniture for public spaces around the world. To narrow down the
subject, cities with the largest population in the world* were randomly selected. The needs in the selected cities
was determined and local materials, production methods, social and cultural outputs was synthesized. The
resulting project was expected to obtain a furniture system including at least 3 functions and/or 3 different
products that can be used on an urban scale and in public spaces.

Class was held every Tuesday for 3 hours. Final project consisted 4 weeks process including research
presentations, sketching, simple mock-ups and critiques with the instructor. I hereby thank all 30 students
registered to the course for their valuable efforts and interesting solutions they offer to the given subject.

L.N. Ece Arıburun Kırca, PhD
Instructor 
ariburun@itu.edu.tr

*https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/EN.URB.LCTY?view=map&year=202
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We designed a street furniture influenced by
Congo’s ethnic patterns including both
motorcycle storage and bus waiting spaces
while creating a safe and ecologically
friendly rain collecting system.
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The seat�ng area prov�des a
comfortable and modern
des�gn, offer�ng a cozy wa�t�ng
exper�ence �n K�nshasa's warm
cl�mate.

SEATING
ELEMENT

MOTORCYCLE
PARKING

CANOPY

The motorcycle area features
secure park�ng and conven�ent
amen�t�es, ensur�ng a safe and
hassle-free exper�ence for r�ders 

Shad�ng system offers rel�ef from
the sun's glare, prov�d�ng a cool
and comfortable space for
wa�t�ng passengers �n K�nshasa.
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Designed specifically for the Karachi where
cricket is passionately played, a bench to
watch the game, storage areas for bats and
a wicket. 

KARACHI, PAKISTAN
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It prov�des both shade for spectators and
a protect�ve area from balls com�ng from
beh�nd.

BENCH STORAGE ITEM WICKET
The storage space prov�des space for the
trackers to put the�r cr�cket bats and balls.

The W�cket castle moves w�thout fall�ng w�th
the spr�ng system under �t and prov�des the
foundat�ons of cr�cket.

KARACHI, PAKISTAN



In Man�la, parks and coastal areas rece�ve steep
sunl�ght angles throughout the day due to �ts
trop�cal cl�mate and prox�m�ty to the equator. Th�s
s�tt�ng un�t prov�des sun and ra�n coverage,
�nclud�ng a plant and trash un�t.

MANILA, PHILIPPINES
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The city's rapid growth and high population
density necessitate well-designed street
furniture to enhance public spaces and
ensure the comfort and safety of its
residents.  In response to these needs, we
are designing a multifunctional bus stop
and a divider unit for pavements and roads.
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We noticed most were the lack of bus or
minibus stops and the absence of street
lighting, which is felt very much in the city
after dark. But the biggest problem in Cairo
has always been too much heat and sunlight.
As a team, we designed two products that
could answer these problems.

CAIRO, EGYPT    
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W�th �ts double-s�ded seat�ng un�t, �t g�ves more
people the opportun�ty to rest wh�le wa�t�ng for
publ�c transportat�on. Wh�le �t contr�butes to
susta�nab�l�ty by prov�d�ng the electr�c�ty needs of
the bus stop w�th the solar panels that cover �t.

BUS STOP LIGHTING AND CANOPY
We planned to �nstall the l�ght�ng un�t �n areas where
the env�ronment �s open and there �s h�gh human
c�rculat�on. We a�med to protect people from the
burn�ng effect of the sun by creat�ng shadow areas
dur�ng the day and to �llum�nate the env�ronment at
n�ght.

Solar Panel

L�mestone

Pa�nted wood

Sta�nless Steel

Solar Panel

L�mestone

CAIRO, EGYPT    



Urban furniture designed for Buenos Aires
and the Argentinian soul, inspired by tango
and football.
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A buoyant seat�ng p�ece was des�gned
w�th a mesh that reflects the plann�ng
and fabr�c of the c�ty, that w�th t�me we
�ntend to have plants grow�ng on.

PUBLIC SEATING STREET TANGO SEATED SOCCER
We wanted to create a platform that could ex�st �n
many s�tes and offer places for people to play mus�c,
dance, and when danc�ng �s not act�vely happen�ng,
the platform can be used as pass�ve seat�ng.

Bu�ld�ng on the country and c�t�es love of
football, we’ve created a soc�al football element
that can ex�st �n parks and plazas across the c�ty.
Offer�ng a soc�al act�v�ty area for everyone to
play soccer and pract�se k�ck�ng.

propylene net propylene net

BUENOS AIRES, ARGENTINA



SHANGHAI, CHINA                   
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Focusing on the Bund at Shanghai with a
system providing entertainment, seating &
cover; we aim to provide an experience.
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PUBLIC SEATING SCREEN DISPLAY COVER

Aluminum Tube -3 cm

LED Neon Flex
220V 
16x16mm

Polycarbonate
Pannel Sheet

Transparent
OLED screen

LED Neon Flex
220V 
16x16mm

Aluminum Tube -3 cm

ASA

Aluminum Tube -3 cm

Our ergonom�c seat�ng �s des�gned for comfort and
commun�ty, allow�ng v�s�tors to relax and enjoy the
Zod�ac V�sta exper�ence. It max�m�zes v�ew�ng
angles and encourages soc�al �nteract�on, blend�ng
trad�t�on and �nnovat�on.

Our transparent OLED d�splay, a modern
technology marvel, dynam�cally transforms
each year to showcase stunn�ng v�suals
celebrat�ng the Ch�nese zod�ac. It serves as
a w�ndow to the past and a gateway to the
future, capt�vates and �nsp�res.

The Interact�ve Cover �s an �nnovat�ve feature
that adapts to env�ronmental changes, ensur�ng
opt�mal v�ew�ng cond�t�ons for the OLED d�splay.
It not only preserves the screen's clar�ty and
br�ll�ance but also adds an extra layer of
engagement, mak�ng Zod�ac V�sta an �mmers�ve
and adapt�ve exper�ence.

SHANGHAI, CHINA                   
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We designed an area where young
people can relax and socialize from time
to time during festivals, which can be
used in Ibirapuera Park and others.
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SITTING UNIT

Walnut Burl

Travertine

M10 Nuts & Bolts

304 Stainless Tube-10
cm

304 Stainless Tube-3 cm

Delrin Stabilizers

M10 Nuts & Bolts

Ribbon

SHADE
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This is a multi-function street furniture which
aims to help the citizens against the
increasing pollution and extreme weather
conditions as well as the traffic problems of
New Delhi.

NEW DELHI, INDIA                 
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A need for a p�ck-up po�nt resulted by the lack
of d�v�s�on between roads and s�deways

PICK-UP POINT
WEATHER

PROTECTION&SITTING
TRASHCAN

Protect�on from the weather cond�t�ons �s
prov�ded because of the extreme hotness
and monsoon ra�ns

Aga�nst the �ncreas�ng pollut�on �n the
streets, a trash can �s prov�ded

Red Br�ck Metal Metal

NEW DELHI, INDIA                 
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These are multi-functional city furnitures that
preserve the Japanese culture's respect for
nature and materials, integrated into the city
without disrupting the urban pedestrian and
vehicle circulation due to the fast-paced life
and excessive human density in Tokyo.
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The seat�ng un�t was des�gned us�ng Japanese wood
techn�ques so that the wood can be �ntegrated �nto
the panel barr�er us�ng less mater�al.

SEATING UNIT PANEL UNIT
SMART PARKING & EV

CHARGER
The smart park�ng system des�gned for the
park�ng system �n Tokyo �s also a charg�ng
un�t for electr�c veh�cles.

%72

The des�gned panel and seat�ng un�t were des�gned
by analyz�ng people l�v�ng �n Tokyo. The constantly
flow�ng l�fe �n Tokyo and the fast usage
preferences of people l�v�ng �n Tokyo have been
taken �nto account.

TOKYO, JAPAN                   
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